5/31/22, 8:41 AM Mail - Vest, Lisa A. (DNREC) - Outlook

Donald Burdick <dtburdick@gmail.com>

To: Gerald Bell <gerry.d.bell@gmail.com>

Cc: Hans Medlarz <Hans.medlarz@sussexcountyde.gov>;HearingComments, DNREC (MailBox Resources)
<DNRECHearingComments@delaware.gov>;tlawson@sussexcountyde.gov <tlawson@sussexcountyde.gov>;General,
Attorney (DOJ) <Attorney.General@delaware.gov>;Wheeler, Faye L (DNREC)
<Faye.Wheeler@delaware.gov>;joe.regalsky@delaware.gov <joe.regalsky@delaware.gov>;Garvin, Shawn M. (DNREC)
<Shawn.Garvin@delaware.gov>;Carney, John (MailBox Resources) <John.Carney@delaware.gov>;Rebar Jr., John J
(DNREC) <John.Rebar@delaware.gov>;Bahney, Kimberly <bahney.kimberly@epa.gov>;Rogers, Rick
<rogers.rick@epa.gov>;Melvin, Karen <Melvin.karen@epa.gov>;news@wboc.com <news@wboc.com>;Emory, Patrick J.
(DNREC) <Patrick.Emory@delaware.gov>;Roushey, Jennifer S. (DNREC) <Jennifer.Roushey@delaware.gov>

gerry.d.bell@gmail.com

Docket: #2022-P-W-0008

https://brokenbambi.com/InlandBaysPermit.pdf
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You were told by citizens that the non-permitted spraying was a public emergency because our wells
were being contaminated, and because we were bleeding, burning, itching, had bumps and sores, had
intestinal issues requiring surgery, and had huge numbers of kidney stones. You had no solution. We
did. We bought some people whole-house water treatment systems and their horrible conditions
improved dramatically. Countless others continue to be poisoned by your ongoing, non-permitted
spraying of wastewater effluent on the crop-barren and weed-laden spray fields.

You stated that they planted triple-dosed rye seed in the spray fields last fall. You also stated that the
spray fields became barren because snow geese ate all of rye, all 300+ acres of it, right up to the green
grass on the neighboring property.

The permit (pg. 39) states "The spray irrigation field's crops MUST be maintained in optimal condition,
including any necessary weed management, RESEEDING, or other vegetative management". You did
not do this. There was no reseeding, and weeds abound. In no way are crop-barren fields “optimal”.
Again, you knowingly acted in direct violation of the permit, and to the harm of the public and the
environment.

At the recent public hearing regarding the IBRWF expansion plans, you stated on the record “our goal
15 100 percent compliance all the time.” (https://documents.dnrec.delaware.gov/Admin/Hearings/2022-
P-W-0008/Public-Hearing-Transcript-IBWTF-20220510.pdf). Sussex County Administrator Todd
Lawson stated on the record “And Finally, goal number four: Assure the public of Sussex County’s
continued, continued commitment to 100 percent DNREC permit compliance and full transparency.”
(see also slide 2 of https://documents.dnrec.delaware.gov/Admin/Hearings/2022-P-W-
0008/exhibits/Sussex-County-Presentation.pdf) Neither of you stated that IBRWE had been spraying
effluent wastewater on crop-barren spray fields since last winter, and that said spraying was literally
taking place at the moment. Therefore, these statements appear to be highly misleading, blatantly
disingenuous, and have a complete lack of transparency. I call them bold-faced lies!

The permit (pg. 24) states “The permittee shall report to the Ground Water Discharges Section orally
within 24 hours from the time the permittee became aware of any noncompliance that may endanger
the public health or the environment by contacting the Department at the telephone numbers cited in
Part I.1.2 of this permit.”

The permit (pg. 24) also states “If for any reason the permittee does not comply with, or will be unable
to comply with, any effluent limitations or other conditions specified in this permit, the permittee shall
provide the Department with the following information in writing within 5 days of becoming aware of
any actual or potential noncompliance:

a. A description and cause of the non-compliance with any limitation or condition;

b. The period of non-compliance including exact dates and times; or, if not yet corrected, the

anticipated time the non-compliance is expected to continue; and

c. The steps being taken or planned to reduce, eliminate and/or prevent recurrence of the non-

compliant condition.”

In reference to the ongoing non-permitted spraying at IBRWF, John Rebar, head of DNREC’s Ground
Water Discharges Section, stated on the phone (5/25/2022) “T am well aware of the situation down
there.” Yet DNREC has apparently done nothing. To my further consternation, Mr. Rebar said we
should write up our complaint and include it in our comments regarding the proposed updated IBRWF
permit due June 7! His statement reinforces the obvious-- DNREC has no intention of ensuring
permit compliance at the present time.

All of the above are blatant examples of the kinds of public trust crimes that routinely permeate the
IBRWEF, Sussex County, and DNREC.
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Given that you and Mr. Lawson spoke of 100% permit compliance, and Mr. Lawson also spoke of full
transparency, in the presentations at the recent hearing for the IBRWF expansion, I would like you to
address my following questions:

1. What is your justification for the non-permitted spraying of effluent wastewater throughout the crop-
barren and weed-laden spray fields at the IBRWF for at least the last five months?

2. What is your justification for not warning citizens downstream that you fully intended to spray
effluent wastewater throughout the crop-barren and weed-laden spray fields at the IBRWF for at least
the last five months?

3. When do you intend to stop spraying effluent wastewater on the crop-barren, weed-laden spray fields
at the IBRWE?

4. Also in the light of full transparency, when do you plan on alerting the public and the media of your
non-permitted spraying of effluent wastewater throughout the crop-barren and weed-laden spray fields
at the IBRWF for at least the last five months?

5. When do you plan on alerting the public and the media of the 2018 Notice of Non-Compliance
issued to Sussex County regarding failures at the IBRWF?

6. Did you follow the permit requirements and alert County Administrator Todd Lawson and DNREC
Ground Water Discharges Section about the widespread, multiple, long term permit violations you were
committing, and that people were telling you they were being harmed?

7. If so, please indicate who, when, and how were they alerted? Please provide a copy of those
communications.

Dr. Gerry Bell
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File: 2015 03 Inland Bays.pdf

Reporting Period:

Sample Date: 3/3,3/10,3/17,3/24,&3/31

Wells Tested:
Number Above Limit:
Percent Above Limit:
Excluded:

Wells Exceeding Limit:
Well ID
MW-8
MW-12
MW-14
MW-15
MW-16
MW-18
MW-24
MW-25
MW-26
MW-29

22

9
40.91%
1

mg/L
17.33
13.75
13.83
21.01
75.88
11.11
103.1
16.8
17.78
Excluded

File: 2015 09 Inland Bays.pdf
September. 2015

Reporting Period:
Sample Date:

Wells Tested:
Number Above Limit:
Percent Above Limit:

Excluded:

Wells Exceeding Limit:
Well ID
MW-2
MW-8
MW-12
MW-14
MW-15
MW-16
MW-21
MW-22
MW-24
MW-25
MW-29

9/14/2015

22
10
45.45%

mg/L
12.7
14.83
45.4
10.37
31.7
17.24
14.1
16.8
48.04
11.02
Excluded

4.55%

% Over Limit
73.30%
37.50%
38.30%
110.10%
658.80%
11.10%
931.00%
68.00%
77.80%

4.55%

% Over Limit
27.00%
48.30%
354.00%
3.70%
217.00%
72.40%
41.00%
68.00%
380.40%
10.20%

File: 2015 06 Inland Bays GW.pdf

Reporting Period:
Sample Date:
Wells Tested:
Number Above Limit:
Percent Above Limit:
Excluded:
Wells Exceeding Limit:
Well ID
MW-2
MW-8
MW-10
MW-14
MW-15
MW-16
MW-21
MW-22
MW-24
MW-25

JUNE. 2015
6/9/2015

23
10
43.48%

mg/L
13.13
14.86
10.24
10.53
27.32
34.89
14.23
18.2

94.05
12.02

File: 2015 12 Inland Bays.pdf
December. 2105 (sic)

Reporting Period:
Sample Date:
Wells Tested:
Number Above Limit:
Percent Above Limit:
Excluded:
Wells Exceeding Limit:
Well ID
MW-2
MW-8
MW-12
MW-14
MW-15
MW-16
MW-21
MW-22
MW-24
MW-29

12/9/2015

22

9
40.91%
1

mg/L
10.4
13.3
24.9
11.1
33.5
13.8
13.8
18.9
35.9
Excluded

% Over Limit
31.30%
48.60%
2.40%
5.30%
173.20%
248.90%
42.30%
82.00%
840.50%
20.20%

4.55%

% Over Limit
4.00%
33.00%
149.00%
11.00%
235.00%
38.00%
38.00%
89.00%
259.00%



File: 2016 03 Inland Bays.pdf

Reporting Period:
Sample Date:

Wells Tested:
Number Above Limit:
Percent Above Limit:
Excluded:

Wells Exceeding Limit:
Well ID
MW-2
MW-8
MW-12
MW-14
MW-15
MW-16
MW-21
MW-22
MW-24
MW-25
MW-29

march. 8, 2016

23
11
47.83%

mg/L
12
12.45
31.1
12.6
27.67
12.8
13.76
17.3
56.2
10.96
12.6

File: 2016 09 Inland Bays.pdf

Reporting Period:
Sample Date:

Wells Tested:
Number Above Limit:
Percent Above Limit:

Excluded:

Wells Exceeding Limit:
Well ID
MW-2
MW-5
MW-8
MW-12
MW-13
MW-15
MW-16
MW-21
MW-22
MW-24
MW-29

September.
9/22/2016

23
11
47.83%

mg/L
11.76
16.74
13.75
22.31
14.24
31.28
11.69
15.24
15.18
12.65
11.19

% Over Limit
20.00%
24.50%
211.00%
26.00%
176.70%
28.00%
37.60%
73.00%
462.00%
9.60%
26.00%

2016

% Over Limit
17.60%
67.40%
37.50%
123.10%
42.40%
212.80%
16.90%
52.40%
51.80%
26.50%
11.90%

File: 2016 06 Inland Bays.pdf

Reporting Period:

Sample Date

Wells Tested:
Number Above Limit:
Percent Above Limit:
Excluded:

Wells Exceeding Limit:

Well ID
MW-2

MW-8

MW-12
MW-14
MW-15
MW-16
MW-21
MW-22
MW-24
MW-29

6/6/2016
6/6/2016

23
10
43.48%

mg/L % Over Limit
11.95 19.50%
12.83 28.30%
31.7 217.00%
14.71 47.10%
25.43 154.30%
13.86 38.60%
14.43 44.30%
16.1 61.00%
41.3 313.00%
11.9 19.00%

File: 2016 12 Inland Bays.pdf

Reporting Period:
Sample Date:

Wells Tested:
Number Above Limit:
Percent Above Limit:
Excluded:

Wells Exceeding Limit:

Well ID
MW-2

MW-8

MW-12
MW-13
MW-15
MW-21
MW-22
MW-24
MW-26
MW-29

December. 2016
12/07/16

23
10
43.48%

mg/L % Over Limit
11.78 17.80%
10.7 7.00%
22.21 122.10%
22.04 120.40%
28.1 181.00%
14.56 45.60%
14 40.00%
15.58 55.80%
10.2 2.00%
10.3 3.00%



File: 2017 03 Inland Bays.xls

Reporting Period:
Sample Date:

Wells Tested:
Number Above Limit:
Percent Above Limit:
Excluded:

Wells Exceeding Limit:
Well ID
MW-2
MW-12
MW-13
MW-15
MW-16
MW-18
MW-21
MW-22
MW-24

March. 2017
03/20/17

23
9
39.13%

mg/L
14.03
20.29
12.12
25.14
11.04
13.36
15.46
12.61
12.255

File: Intial FOIA document.pdf

Reporting Period:

% Over Limit
40.30%
102.90%
21.20%
151.40%
10.40%
33.60%
54.60%
26.10%
22.55%

Sample Date: 9/18 - 9/26/2017

Wells Tested:
Number Above Limit:
Percent Above Limit:
Excluded:

Wells Exceeding Limit:
Well ID
MW-2
MW-12
MW-13
MW-14
MW-15
MW-18
MW-21
MW-22
MW-23
MW-29

23
10
43.48%

mg/L
15.58
20.49
13.93
10.96
23.41
15.79
16.14
11.8

11.61
155

% Over Limit
55.80%
104.90%
39.30%
9.60%
134.10%
57.90%
61.40%
18.00%
16.10%
55.00%

File: 2017 06 Inland Bays.xls
Reporting Period: (not supplied)
(not supplied)

Sample Date:

Wells Tested:
Number Above Limit:
Percent Above Limit:
Excluded:

Wells Exceeding Limit:
Well ID

MW-2

MW-12

MW-15

MW-18

MW-21

MW-22

23
6
26.09%

mg/L
16.09
21.07
24.26
17.73
14.85
11.98

File: Intial FOIA document.pdf

Reporting Period:

% Over Limit
60.90%
110.70%
142.60%
77.30%
48.50%
19.80%

Sample Date: 12/12/17 -12/15/17

Wells Tested:
Number Above Limit:
Percent Above Limit:
Excluded:

Wells Exceeding Limit:
Well ID
MW-2
MW-3
MW-4
MW-6
MW-8
MW-12
MW-13
MW-15
MW-18
MW-21
MW-22
MW-24
MW-26

17

8
47.06%
5

mg/L
16.29
Excluded
Excluded
Excluded
Excluded
18.54
13.46
23.73
11.6
14.36
11.7
18.01
Excluded

29.41%

% Over Limit
62.90%

85.40%
34.60%
137.30%
16.00%
43.60%
17.00%
80.10%



File: 2018 03 Inland Bays DMR.pdf

Reporting Period:
Sample Date:

Wells Tested:
Number Above Limit:
Percent Above Limit:
Excluded:

Wells Exceeding Limit:
Well ID
MW-2
MW-12
MW-14
MW-15
MW-16
MW-18
MW-21
MW-22
MW-23
MW-24

March. 2018
3/12/2018

23

10

43.48%

mg/L % Over Limit
13.99 39.90%
20.25 102.50%
10.16 1.60%
21.15 111.50%
13.29 32.90%
10.95 9.50%
14.92 49.20%
10.25 2.50%
14.49 44.90%
16.09 60.90%

File: Intial FOIA document.pdf

Reporting Period:
Sample Date:

Wells Tested:
Number Above Limit:
Percent Above Limit:
Excluded:

Wells Exceeding Limit:
Well ID
MW-12
MW-13
MW-15
MW-18
MW-21
MW-22
MW-24

September. 2018

09/05/18

23

7

30.43%

mg/L % Over Limit
20 100.00%
12.31 23.10%
13.56 35.60%
11.92 19.20%
14.51 45.10%
11.04 10.40%
16.61 66.10%

File: 2018 06 Inland Bays.xls

Reporting Period:
Sample Date:

Wells Tested:
Number Above Limit:
Percent Above Limit:
Excluded:

Wells Exceeding Limit:
Well ID
MW-4
MW-12
MW-15
MW-18
MW-21
MW-22
MW-23
MW-24
MW-25

June. 2018
6/18/2018

23
10
43.48%

mg/L % Over Limit
19.65 96.50%
22.01 120.10%
17.35 73.50%
12.78 27.80%

30.4 204.00%
10.46 4.60%

14.85 48.50%
15.82 58.20%
10.85 8.50%

File: Intial FOIA document.pdf

Reporting Period:
Sample Date:
Wells Tested:
Number Above Limit:
Percent Above Limit:
Excluded:
Wells Exceeding Limit:
Well ID
MW-8
MW-12
MW-13
MW-15
MW-16
MW-18
MW-21
MW-22
MW-29

December. 2018
12/06/18

23

9

39.13%

mg/L % Over Limit
12.31 23.10%
15.67 56.70%
10.8 8.00%
13.23 32.30%
14.31 43.10%
11.29 12.90%
15.23 52.30%
12.92 29.20%
12.15 21.50%



File: 2019 03 Inland Bays DMR.xIs
Reporting Period: March. 2019
Sample Date: 3/12/2019

Wells Tested: 23
Number Above Limit: 6
Percent Above Limit: 26.09%

Excluded:

Wells Exceeding Limit:

Well ID mg/L % Over Limit
MW-8 11.37 13.70%
MW-12 12.06 20.60%
MW-15 12.03 20.30%
MW-21 16.41 64.10%
MW-22 10.48 4.80%
MW-29 12.15 21.50%

File: 2019 09 Inland Bays.pdf
Reporting Period: September. 2019
Sample Date: 9/16/2019

Wells Tested: 23
Number Above Limit: 3
Percent Above Limit: 13.04%

Excluded:
Wells Exceeding Limit:
Well ID mg/L % Over Limit
MW-2 10.663 6.63%
MW-8 17.118 71.18%
MW-26 114 14.00%

File: 2019 06 Inland Bays2.pdf

Reporting Period:
Sample Date:

Wells Tested:
Number Above Limit:
Percent Above Limit:
Excluded:

Wells Exceeding Limit:
Well ID

MW-8

MW-15

MW-21

MW-26

June.2019
6/18/2019

22
3
13.64%

mg/L
12.929
Excluded
10.692
11.272

File: 2019 12 Inland Bays.pdf
December. 2019

Reporting Period:
Sample Date:

Wells Tested:
Number Above Limit:
Percent Above Limit:
Excluded:

Wells Exceeding Limit:
Well ID
MW-1
MW-2
MW-3
MW-4
MW-5
MW-8
MW-9
MW-10
MW-12
MW-13
MW-15
MW-16

12/10/2019

13

5
38.46%
11

mg/L
Excluded
Excluded
Excluded
Excluded
Excluded
13.8
Excluded
Excluded
Excluded
Excluded
10.39
Excluded

4.55%

% Over Limit

29.29%

6.92%
12.72%

84.62%

% Over Limit

38.00%

3.90%



File: 2020 03 Inland Bays.xls

Reporting Period:
Sample Date:

Wells Tested:
Number Above Limit:
Percent Above Limit:

Excluded:

Wells Exceeding Limit:

Well ID
MW-8

MW-21
MW-26
MW-29

March. 2020
3/10/2020

23
4
17.39%

mg/L
14.43
11.98
13.038
14.313

File: 2020 09 Inland Bays.xls

Reporting Period:
Sample Date:

Wells Tested:
Number Above Limit:
Percent Above Limit:
Excluded:

Wells Exceeding Limit:
Well ID

MW-8

MW-14

MW-16

MW-21

MW-26

1-Sep-20
9/1/2020

23
5
21.74%

mg/L
12

15.12
22.18
12.07
10.95

% Over Limit
44.30%
19.80%
30.38%
43.13%

% Over Limit
20.00%
51.20%
121.80%
20.70%
9.50%

File: 2019 12 Inland Bays.pdf (continued)

MW-18
MW-21
MW-26
MW-29

Excluded

10.467 4.67%
10.538 5.38%
16.245 62.45%

File: Intial FOIA document.pdf

Reporting Period:
Sample Date:

Wells Tested:
Number Above Limit:
Percent Above Limit:
Excluded:

Wells Exceeding Limit:

Well ID
MW-2

MW-16
MW-21
MW-24
MW-26
MW-29

6/1/2020

6/6/2020

23

6

26.09%

mg/L % Over Limit
29.76 197.60%
12.58 25.80%
13.51 35.10%
10.51 5.10%
12.85 28.50%
12.63 26.30%

File: 2020 12 Inland Bays DMR.pdf

Reporting Period:
Sample Date:

Wells Tested:
Number Above Limit:
Percent Above Limit:
Excluded:

Wells Exceeding Limit:
Well ID

MW-8

MW-21

MW-29

Demember. 2020
12/28/2020

23
3
13.04%

mg/L % Over Limit
58.07 480.70%
12.16 21.60%

115 15.00%



File: 2021 03 Inland Bays DMR.xIs

Reporting Period:
Sample Date:

Wells Tested:
Number Above Limit:
Percent Above Limit:
Excluded:

Wells Exceeding Limit:
Well ID

MW-8

MW-14

MW-15

MWw-21

MW-26

March 01/2021

3/5/2021

23
5

21.74%

mg/L
10.3
11.09
10.34
10.5
17.25

% Over Limit
3.00%
10.90%
3.40%

5.00%
72.50%



